Working with natural stones

Tiles and stones that fall under the natural materials heading, vary immensely from ceramics in appearance and indeed their application requirements. Identification of the product being installed is essential to allow for the correct preparation and application.

1. Not all natural stones have the same characteristics


Natural stones by definition are not regulated in terms of porosity and movement. 
Sandstone and limestone will be porous, granite and marble will be quite dense, slate could warp etc.

2. It may be difficult to achieve a flat/level surface

[image: image1.png]e




With uncalibrated tiles (i.e. tiles that do not have a constant thickness), such as some slate and terracotta, it is difficult to achieve a flat and level finish on the surface of the tiles. 

They also require an adhesive that can be used at a bed thickness sufficient to cancel out the variation in the tiles.

3. Adhesive may shadow through light coloured tiles
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Some light-coloured limestone/marble tiles are translucent, resulting in the adhesive being seen through the tile. If a grey adhesive is used this can make the tile appear darker in shade, once installed. 

A spot-fixed method of fixing is often used by tilers, but it can result in shadows being seen from the tile face where the adhesive is in contact.

4. Tiles may be susceptible to staining or scratching
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Grout residue can be difficult to see when the grout is wet. Residue left on tiles becomes difficult to remove, once the grout has dried. 

Colour pigment from grouts can bleed into porous tiles during grouting, making cleaning more difficult. Grout can scratch soft glazed tiles (such as hand-made tiles) and the surface of soft stone (such as marble).

